Agnes Virginia Colley Wheaton
April 9, 1926 - January 12, 2019

Rebel -- We all miss your loving kindness so very much!
Agnes Virginia Colley Wheaton was born to Mary and Hubert Colley on April 9, 1926 in
Nashville, Tennessee. Agnes, Rebel to friends and loved ones, passed on January 12,
2019 at Providence Hospital under the loving care of doctors, nurses and family.
Agnes demonstrated a deep spiritual understanding of life from the earliest age. Her soul
was enriched by a deeply faithful Catholic upbringing. Other experiences, such as her
family’s summer outing with the Franklin Roosevelt family, strengthened her lifelong desire
to promote social and economic justice. She graduated from St. Cecilia Academy.
She then attended Peabody College and graduated from Draugh’s Business College. Her
work as a business assistant in Nashville brought her in contact with stars of the Grand
Ole Opry to whom she contributed lyrics and songs that she had written. Her sense of
humor was much like that of her Aunt Sarah Ophellia Colley Cannon (Minnie Pearl).
As a young woman visiting relatives in New York, she saw a photograph of the man she
immediately knew would be her future husband (Sherman M. Wheaton). He was
overseas, so she asked if she might write to him. They kept up a loving correspondence
throughout his distinguished service in North Africa and Europe during WWII. His letters to
her often beginning ‘My Dearest Little Rebel’.
After WWII, Sherman went ahead to Alaska and built a cabin in Anchorage. Rebel then
joined him there in 1948 with their first child. Three sons later, they decided to build a
larger home on adjacent property. They hand dug a full basement for a concrete pour and
then built a two-story home above it. They devoted themselves fully to each other, the
family, and many similar projects throughout their lives.
Along with raising four children in 1950’s Alaska, Rebel ran a pre-school daycare from her
home for nearly two decades that was held in high regard by many physicians and
educators in Anchorage. She created a loving, nurturing, learning environment that
provided pre-school children with knowledge and skills often not gained before completing
1st or 2nd grade.
Rebel’s concern for children and community took her efforts beyond her own home. She
along with other parents and teachers (notably Rose Palmquist, Helen Hennings, Kay

Bielowski, Rose Mercer, Mrs. Baer, Gene Roselius, Sherman Wheaton, et.al.) formed the
first Fairview Community Council to privately fund a needed school bus and driver; then to
successfully petition for the building of the original Fairview Elementary School; organizing
the Fairview PTA; and promoting improvements of paved streets with sidewalks for
Fairview that many other neighborhoods would not see until years or decades later.
In later life Rebel’s endeavors included a partnership in one of Anchorage’s premier
photographic studios, Anchorage School District employment, Teamster work at Sheep
Creek supporting the Trans-Alaska pipeline construction, and many years as a longdistance operator for Alascom until retiring in 1993.
Rebel was preceded in death by her dearest friend and husband, Sherman M. Wheaton,
by her son, Bern S. Wheaton, her mother and father, Mary and Hubert Colley, and her
sisters and brothers, Elizabeth, Margaret, Bertha, Dorothy, Rose, Seth, Gregory, Patrick,
Hubert.
Rebel is survived by her brother John Colley, her daughter Mary W. Piers, her sons Scott
R. Wheaton and Lee T. Wheaton, and her grandson William E. Piers.
A funeral mass for Rebel will be held at 3 P.M. Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at the Holy
Family Cathedral located at 800 W. 5th Avenue (5th and H), Anchorage, Alaska. All are
invited to a reception hosted by Women of Holy Family Cathedral downstairs in the Parish
Hall following the mass.
In lieu of flowers, Rebel asked that donations be made to maintain the Saint Jude statue
at Holy Family Cathedral.

Comments

“

Lee Wheaton is following this tribute.

Lee Wheaton - February 05, 2019 at 04:00 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy and lLove,
We, I wiill miss Reb, Love William and family
WILLIAM - February 05, 2019 at 07:32 PM

“

I have known Rebel since she came to Alaska. She Constantly gave her time, funds, and
energies to our state, friends, snd neighbors. She helped me in many ways. My
condolences to her Family. Lia
Lia - February 06, 2019 at 02:48 AM

“

May you take comfort in 1Peter,567
Linda
Linda - February 08, 2019 at 09:22 PM

“

Our deepest comfort and condolences to the Wheaton/Piers family. Rebel tried to be a
helpful "force of nature". I.P.
Linda - February 08, 2019 at 09:27 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Legacy Funeral Homes - February 05, 2019 at 01:56 PM

