Catherine Doherty
July 1, 1936 - August 30, 2019

Alaska resident since 1972, Catherine "Alice" Doherty passed away at 83 years old on
August 30, 2019 from complications of Alzheimer's, after fighting a long battle.
Alice was born July 1, 1936 in Desoto, Wisconsin to the late James and Catherine
(Steahl) O' Hearn. Her father passed when she was only one year old and was raised at
St. Michaels Home for Children in Lacrosse, Wisconsin along with her sister Mary Ann.
She moved to Marshfield, Wisconsin to live with her foster parents Mert and Leo Schulte
in their home above their IGA grocery store.
Alice attended Columbus Catholic High School and was in the first graduating class. Her
future husband, Clement "Jim" Doherty, was a classmate but they didn't get to know each
other until they were introduced by Jim's sister Delores, after graduation. Alice traveled
alone to West Virginia to marry Jim, stationed at Martinsburg Air Force Base, on
November 23, 1957. This was to be the start of her many travels with Jim during their 24
years in the U.S. Air Force including North Carolina, Philippines (with six children under 7
years old!), Kansas and their final stop, Anchorage, AK in 1972.
Alice loved being with family and friends, camping, fishing, playing cards, outdoor games
and especially wherever there was a party! She always provided stories, jokes, pranks
and much laughter. Her hobbies included crocheting, cross stitching, puzzles and bowling.
Once the youngest of their children started school, Alice began her career with the
Anchorage School District as a school nutritionist for 20+ years, working at Woodland
Park, Bartlett, West, and East High Schools. She enjoyed interacting with her coworkers
and the students, trying to get a laugh out of all.
Alice is survived by her children, Vickie Doherty, Jill Doherty, and Julie (Brian) Putzel, of
Anchorage, AK. Daughter Cori (Roger) Sweet of Eugene, OR. Son Paul (Sherri) Doherty
of Eastsound, WA.
She is also survived by grandsons Patrick (Caitlin) and Ryan Doherty, Michael and
Christopher (Rebecca and great grandson Uriah) Sweet, David and Sean Putzel and
granddaughter Brianna (Randy) Putzel, sisters Mary Ann Heintz and Betty Hurley, many
nieces and nephews and endless friends across the country.
Alice is preceded in death by her parents James and Catherine O' Hearn, loving friend
and husband Jim Doherty and son Patrick Doherty.

There will be a memorial and celebration of life on Saturday, October, 12, 2019 from
12:30-3:00pm at Legacy Heritage Chapel at Angelus, 440 E Klatt Road, Anchorage,AK
99515
In lieu of flowers please consider the Alzheimer's Resource of Alaska, www.alzalaska.org
and Providence Hospice-Anchorage.

Comments

“

Alice always made you feel welcome. She could surprise you with a smart-alecky
reply that would cause the whole room to erupt in laughter. I have many warm
memories of our Seward bowling tournaments, fishing trips and card games.

kathy dawson - October 11, 2019 at 11:41 AM

“

Our prayers and thoughts are with all of the family. We will be with you in spirit. We cannot
count the number of smiles and laughter Aunt Alice brought to us. Love all of you.
Duane & Beth Jagodzinski - October 11, 2019 at 10:33 PM

“

Alice was part of our pal-gal group along with Vickie. I felt very close to Alice as well
as in awe of her. She was so talented as crafter and a cook. In the guest room of our
Tennessee home is hanging a crocheted Mickey Mouse Afghan Alice made me for
my Birthday. Every time I pass that room I think of Alice. She will always be in my
heart.
Sue Parr

Sue Parr - October 10, 2019 at 05:11 PM

“

Alice, aka Mom, was my mentor and dear friend for many years. I wil miss her greatly but
know she Is in a much better place! Soo many memories of our time together bowling,
clamming, and many games of cards and dice over so many years!! Hug your Jim for me
and will see you both in God’s Paradise!! Love and prayers to the Doherty family!!
Connie Lykins - October 11, 2019 at 05:22 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Catherine Doherty.

October 10, 2019 at 04:46 PM

“

Reading the words here brings back so many good memories of Alice. I was lucky
enough to have met her about 22 years ago and was happy to be included in many a
bowling tournament and her great parties she and the family hosted. I will have fond
memories of her forever. My heart, thoughts and prayers go out to the whole Doherty

family. She will surely be missed by all.

Dorothy - October 10, 2019 at 03:34 PM

