Lorie Kirker
January 1, 1944 - January 18, 2019

Lorraine “Lorie” Kirker passed away peacefully in her sleep. Lorie was born to Noel and
Marge (Krupa) Goodenough January I, 1944 in Wisconsin. She attended a one room
school house before moving to Grayslake, Illinois. She received her B.A. degree from
Illinois State University in science and math after which she attended Northern Michigan
University in Marquette, where she received her Master’s Degree in teaching. While
attending NMU she met her lifelong partner, Benjamin Kirker whom she married in
Marquette on December 23, 1967, after her graduation. Following their marriage, they
went to Adak, in Alaska’s Aleutian Islands where they taught for a year. They returned to
teach school in Newberry, Michigan where their first child, Benjamin Jr. was born in 1971.
Their love of Alaska beckoned them back; in 1972 they secured teaching positions in
Dutch Harbor, Unalaska. In 1973 Lorie made a quick trip to Wisconsin to give birth to her
daughter, Loriann. They moved to King Cove in 1976, where Ben Kirker became principle
of the school and Lorie taught history. She thoroughly enjoyed teaching, getting to know
her students and meeting their families. It was while in King Cove she discovered her love
for photography which she later put to use in a scrapbook on the history of King Cove.
In 1988 they retired to Houston in the Matanuska Valley where Lorie designed a three
story log house which she and her husband built themselves. Her love of reading and
books drew her to Eugene Short’s Alaskana Book Store in Anchorage, where she
volunteered her help. She took anthropology classes at UAA, Anchorage to learn more
about Alaska’s indigenous people. It triggered an interest in anthropologists and their
students. During her free time she learned to dog mush, an activity she fully enjoyed. She
even created her own musher’s basket with runners out of an old chair.
Just before “Gene” Short passed away, in 2000, with friendly persuasion, she purchased
his 25,000 books about Alaska. Open from Friday through Sunday, Lorie established “The
Alaskana Books” store within the Historic District of downtown Palmer. When Lorie first
bought the books, she thought of them as her greatest treasures, however over 14 years
of ownership she discovered her customers were the real treasures. She traveled all over
Alaska with specific books to sell at Anthropology and History conferences. She often sold
her books at a tremendous discount to anthropology students. Many people came to the
store, some for just a cup of coffee and to share their own stories, others to browse, chat

and buy. Cheryl Homme, a local author, helped with the online book sales and Lynette
Lehn, a close college friend of Lorie’s, also assisted with the store. The store’s
atmosphere generated laughter and good will. It closed in 2014 when the building was to
be sold. Lorie Kirker claimed it was the best 14 years of her life. Lorie authored an early
Trapper’s story, Above the Arctic Circle and made a scrapbook of King Cove history, in
addition to co-authoring a scrapbook with Lynette, for the Matanuska Colony Project’s
75th Anniversary. Lorie also reprinted with permission, Louise Potter’s Early Days in
Wasilla, and Old Times on Upper Cook's Inlet.
Lorie was dearly loved and will be missed by many. She was preceded in death by her
parents Noel and Marge Goodenough and husband, Ben Kirker. She is survived by her
son, Ben Kirker Junior (Sherry Kirker); her daughter Loriann Kirker (Richard Taylor);
grandchildren: Dusten Kirker and Lily Taylor; brother, Dennis “Denny” Goodenough
(Karen); nephew Dean Goodenough (Kim) and niece Robin Dillon (Pat); numerous grand
nieces and nephews and her lifelong friend, Lynette Lehn
Per her request there will be no funeral and her ashes will be spread along her favorite
mushing trail.
Arrangements entrusted to Valley Funeral Home in Wasilla, Alaska (907) 373-3344

Comments

“

We are so sorry to hear of Lorie’s passing. My husband Chris and I were teachers of
Dustin’s at Sherrod & PJMS. I had many sweet moments with Lorie over ALASKA
history & most especially ALASKA books. She sure loved her family & was a
wonderful Gramma to Dustin. Take good care & know that she will well be
remembered.,, Rest In Peace sweet friend. -Kathleen Jones
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