Richard Allen Asay
May 23, 1937 - January 31, 2020

Richard Allen Asay, “Ace”, age 82, passed away on January 31, 2020 at Providence
Hospital in Anchorage, Alaska. He was born to Robert Edwin and Hazel Muriel Asay on
May 23, 1937, in Bakersfield, California.
Throughout his life he was an avid car enthusiast. In High School and in his early 20s he
was a member of the “Dukes” car club. He loved car racing. He was an accomplished
drag racer. His garage is full of trophies from his racing days in southern California.
In 1958, He came to Alaska with Coastal Drilling and spent a year drilling at Iniskin Bay,
Alaska. In August of 1959, he returned to Bakersfield to marry his high school sweetheart.
In September he married Monetta Ray Justis in Las Vegas, NV. This past September they
celebrated 60 years of marriage. As soon as winter was over he and his new wife were on
the road back to Alaska. This time they settled in Kenai Alaska. He worked as a
roughneck for Coastal Drilling in the new Swanson River field. After a year he changed
careers and went to work for Homer Freight Lines. In 1965 he transferred to Anchorage.
He drove trucks for Homer Freight Lines, Weaver Brothers, and Mukluk Freight Lines then
managed the Anchorage terminal at Mukluk until the Alaska pipeline was complete. In
1976 he started Asay Trucking and Leasing. For a short time he joined forces with Kodiak
Oilfield Haulers and ran their Anchorage operations and then in 1981 he partnered with
several friends to create Hustlers, Inc. “Just Truckers”. In 1991, he was back to Asay
Trucking. In 2001 he sold his company to Carlile Transportation. For the next 5 years he
worked for Carlile and retired from trucking in 2006. He was a board member for the
Alaska Trucking Association and served as President 2003-2004. He came to Alaska
before Statehood and went to work building a new State. He drilled oil, learned to drive
trucks, was an original ice road trucker, built a road to Fairbanks, developed the largest
oilfield in Alaska, built a pipeline, replaced bridges across the state, started his own
business and if it was big and heavy and hard to move he hauled it.
He was also an avid scouter serving for several years as a scoutmaster or in some other
capacity from 1981 to 2017. He was also a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints and served two 2-year missions for the Church. The first was in Alabama and
Mississippi preserving vital family history records (2006-2008) and the second in
Anchorage in the employment center (2009-2011). He served as a temple worker from

1999 to 2006.
Ace/Allen/Richard/Brother Asay, was a kind and loyal friend, he was generous to all, he
was a wonderful father, and an amazing husband. He was a good man, who had a good
heart, and lived a good life. He was proceeded in death by his father, Robert E. Asay, his
sister, Hazel Marie Murphy, his son, Brian A. Asay, his step-father, August A. Giannini, his
mother Hazel Mariel Giannini, his great granddaughter Luna R. Asay. What a wonderful
reunion that must have been.
He is survived by his wife, Monetta R. Asay; his son August A. Asay (Heidi); his
daughters, Debbie A Martin (Brent), Michelle M. Brezenski (Jerry), Dorene R. Asay
(Gooseberry); 19 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild.
A graveside service and a Celebration of Life will be held June 6, 2020, 2:00pm to 5:00pm
at Legacy Heritage Chapel at Angelus, 440 E. Klatt Road, Anchorage, AK 99515. In lieu of
flowers please donate to your favorite Dementia charity.
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Comments

“

My husband Jim Stanley loved working with Ace!
He always came home with great stories every time.
May he Rest In Peace and my condolences to the entire family you all lost a
wonderful family member!

Pam Stanley - March 03 at 01:38 PM

“

August, your dad had have been one of the most wonderful men in Alaska--he did so
much for the community, in many and varied ways! Plus, he raised a fantastic son.
May the continued reunion in heaven be joyous and filled with love. May God's
peace the goes beyond all understanding me yours and the entire family during this
season on earth. Many (((hugs))) with love, Janie & Grant

janie Henderson - March 03 at 07:31 AM

“

So sorry to hear. Ace helped and encouraged me when I was getting started. I wasn't
anything special but Richard was. I admired him and he did a great thing in working
with the Alaska Trucking Association. He was a fine mentor and I learned a lot from
him. From my point of view, he lived life well. Ron Deffenbaugh-BJ Watson and Co.

Ron Deffenbaugh - March 03 at 03:20 AM

