Ruth Hester (Price) Decker
July 18, 1926 - October 11, 2020

Ruth Hester Price was born on July 18, 1926, to Reverend John Lawrence Price and
Elizabeth (Bettie) Mattox-Price, in Indianapolis, Indiana. She had three older sisters:
Elizabeth Price-Zimmerman, Mary Price, Nettie Price-Brown, and one brother James
Price, all of whom preceded her in death. At the very young age of seven her mother
tragically passed from an appendix rupture. Her father remarried a special lady in the
church, Esther Mae Baker, who was willing to aid him in the rearing of his children. Ruth’s
stepmother Esther made sure Ruth got her desired piano, saxophone, and accordion
lessons. Ruth later taught herself organ and was a church organist for decades.
Ruth began working clerical positions starting at the young age of fourteen. She graduated
from Indianapolis Technical High School in June 1944. She met her future husband in her
father’s church, and they were married on September 30, 1946. Together, they began their
life-long ministerial service for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with the Assemblies of
God fellowship. Harold never pastored a church that paid him a life-sustaining salary until
the 1980s, so he held many sales jobs and Ruth continued to work all of life in the clerical
field until retirement in her 60s. She especially loved her jobs with the Los Angeles Unified
City School District, and the State of Alaska in Fairbanks. Yet, her greatest joy was serving
and being a helpmate to her husband in ministry for the Lord.
Harold and Ruth’s first born daughter, Sharon Ruth, was born in 1949. From the very
beginning, Sharon was extremely bright and had a tremendous memory – even though
she had to have two brain surgeries within her first year due to birthing complications. To
this day, at 70 years old, Sharon can sing every verse of every hymn taught to her by her
mother when she was little. After her father Harold passed, Ruth and Sharon’s younger
sister traveled every other year to visit her. Those trips were wonderful, glorious times
filled with lots of love and laughter!
Harold and Ruth later gave birth to another daughter, Mary Esther, in 1954 which
delighted Ruth as she at last had her little red-headed girl. Mary has been the primary
caretaker of both Ruth and Sharon since her father’s passing in 1992. Ruth spent her last
eleven years residing at the Anchorage Pioneers Home (an assisted living/nursing home)
because of ailing health issues having been diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease, LewyBody dementia, congestive heart failure, and diabetes.

Ruth joined her husband and many beloved family and friends in Heaven during the early
morning hours of October 11, 2020. She is survived by both her daughters: Sharon Ruth
Decker in Madison, Indiana, and her daughter Mary and son-in-law Sam Calisti, Sr. in
Anchorage, Alaska. She is also survived by several nieces, nephews, along with several
great, great-great, and great-great-great nieces and nephews.
As we look back upon the ministry of Harold and Ruth Decker, it is with great love and
appreciation that we honor them for the services rendered unto the Lord. Ministry
highlights included:
•Assisted Pastor Price at Laurel Street Tabernacle, Indianapolis (Ruth’s father’s church)
•Held street meetings and assisted with the building of the Assembly of God church in
Morganstown, Indiana
•Assisted with finishing the church building in Rochester, Indiana
•Pastored churches in Brighton and Shelbyville, Indiana
•Assisted pastors in San Pedro, Walteria, and Carson, California
•Chapel Minister and Treasurer for Trinity Bible Institute in Ellendale, North Dakota
•Secretary to President of Trinity Bible Institute, Ellendale, North Dakota
•Assistant Pastor and Finance Manager at First Assembly in Fairbanks, Alaska
•Pastoral Care Pastor at Muldoon Community Assembly, Anchorage, Alaska
•Church Secretary for Calvary Temple Assembly of God, Anchorage, Alaska
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Karen E Pylant lit a candle in memory of Ruth Hester (Price) Decker

Karen E Pylant - October 16 at 10:43 PM

