Virginia "Gigi" Olson
September 12, 1952 - January 18, 2020

It is with a very heavy heart that we say goodbye to Virginia “Gigi” Olson, 67 years young.
Gigi passed away at Alaska Regional Hospital on January 18, 2020 with family and friends
at her side. Gigi was born on September 12, 1952 in Deer River, MN, the middle of three
children to Rueben Clifford Olson and Margaret Anastasia (Grace) Olson. A short time
later the family moved to Westminster, CA. In 1970, Gigi graduated from Westminster
High School.
After graduation, Gigi moved to Anchorage, AK where she remained until her passing.
She had a variety of jobs such as babysitting for the Hunter family, worked at a small
neighborhood convenience store that at the time was located on the corner of Dare and
Old Seward, she was a long haul truck driver delivering to Valdez and Seward during the
pipeline days and for those who lived in South Anchorage during the late 70s and early
80s you might remember her at Value Liquor on the corner of Old Seward and Klatt Road.
She worked with the Huffman Post Office as a contract carrier delivering to Girdwood, Bird
Creek and Indian. In 1984, Gigi began what would be considered her most fulfilling job
working at the University of Alaska Anchorage Bookstore. As their textbook floor
supervisor, she devoted her next 33 years to the bookstore, UAA’s staff and faculty and
most importantly to her “students”. Gigi retired from full-time employment with UAA in
June 2017. However, she would return 2-3 times a year for the store’s “buyback” period.
Of course, it wasn’t uncommon for Gigi to stop by to drop off a birthday gift, attend a
monthly luncheon or to simply rattle their cages… dropping by to crack the whip!!
Gigi enjoyed life to the fullest and always with a smile. The vast majority of her life was
spent putting others first. She had a huge heart, a wonderful personality and was
extremely generous with her time. She was always willing to lend a helping hand and did
that literally up until days before her passing. Those who knew her well will remember her
huge love of carousel horses or horses in general, her “very babied” 2004 Corvette and
“the other man” Sam Elliott (Bruce knew).
Gigi is survived by her truelove of 38 years, Bruce Phillips, her step-sons, Ron Phillips

(Dixie) of Texas and Troy Phillips of Missouri, her step-daughters, Chelan Phillips Bradford
(Jeff Burress) of Missouri and Sadie Phillips (Rory Luther), her sister, Darlene Martinez
(Don) of California, her cousin, Cliff McHenry (Sue) of California, her sister-in-law, Gail
Amundson Olson of Georgia, as well as many nieces, nephews, friends and her UAA
“kids”.
Gigi is preceded in death by Clifford and Margaret Olson (parents), and Peter Howard
Olson (brother). And, of course, the countless number of dogs that she and Bruce shared
together.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, March 7th from 1:00 – 5:00 at the
Anchorage Moose Lodge No. 1534, 4211 Arctic Blvd, Anchorage, AK 99503. Please know
that all are welcome to attend and share their memories. For those guests that are so
inclined, please wear red in honor of Gigi’s favorite color. A second service will be held at
a later date in Westminster, CA for additional family and friends.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Kehl’s Legacy Funeral Home, 11621 Old Seward
Hwy, Anchorage, AK 99515. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations being made
to the Alaska Heart Institute, LLC, 2751 Debarr Road, Anchorage, AK 99508 or to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital in Gigi’s memory.
Condolences may be sent to Bruce Phillips, P.O. Box 112121, Anchorage, AK 99511.

Comments

“

Bruce, sorry for your loss. I will greatly miss my Alaska sister. Yova Lynn

Yova Lynn - February 15 at 03:07 PM

“

I remember, back in 1998 as a brand new UAA employee, visiting the Bookstore and
Gigi was such a joyful encounter. I was there to get an emergency textbook loan for a
faculty and she took me to the location of the book, then upstairs to the Admin (was
that Jan?) to fill out paperwork ... we became good acquaintances, and would have
lengthy chats during my visits. Her smiles would change anyone's frown or down
day. She was truly a shining light that will be missed, but never forgotten. Thoughts
and **HUGS** to her family.

Sharie Field - February 14 at 02:17 PM

“

Bruce, so sorry for your loss. Gigi will be missed.

Louise Butler - February 14 at 01:24 PM

